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Italian Constitution (art. 119): 

“In order to promote economic 

development and cohesion … the 

State shall allocate additional 

resources …”. 

Italy: some key facts 

Italy is among largest 

contributors to the EU budget 

Large regional disparities 

GDP per capita Youth unemployment rate 

Relative poverty index (year 2012, source: Istat) 

Source:http://ec.europa.eu/budget/figures/2007-2013/index_en.cfm 

Less developed 

Transition 

More developed 



Cohesion policy aims at reducing disparities  

In Italy and in Europe 

All over Italy (although mostly in the South) 

in many different policy sectors 

in order to reduce disparities, attract 

business and enhance opportunities and 

the quality of services 

EU funds + national cohesion fund  

More developed regions 

Transition regions 

Less developed regions 

2014-2020 

~ 120 bn €  

(including 

agriculture+fisheries) 



The Italian open government strategy on Cohesion Policy for: 

  a more efficient and effective use of resources and 

destination of funds consistent with people’s needs  

•  improve decision making and policy design, also by 

increasing access to and quality of information 

•  increasing involvement of stakeholders and civic partners 

•  broadening the opportunities for analyses and evaluations 

on relevant policy issues 

•  encouraging the creation of new tools and services 

revolving around the availability of open data 



Adaptation of 

Open government diagram 

by Armel Le Coz and Cyril Lage 
released under Creative Commons 

Attribution terms 



Open data licence to support re-use  

Information about 

projects undertaken for 

implementing regional 

policies: 

• description 

• funding (amount and 

sources) 

• locations 

• thematic areas 

• public/private subjects 

involved 

• deployment timing 

100+ variables for each 

project in open data 

section (CSV) 

+ access via API 

The web portal: www.opencoesione.gov.it 



Projects and funds (total 

or subets accoding to 

user’s queries) 

Interactive graphs 

for immediate distribution 

of investment and number of 

projects by nature and 

policy theme 

Interactive table 

on investment by 

nature and policy 

theme 

 

Direct search of public 

authorities in charge for 

programming and other 

recipients of projects 

Direct access to locations 

through interactive maps 

and search to discover 

the number of projects 

undertaken, 

the amount of overall 

investments in the place 

and the list of projects 

Top projects listing 

in home page (most 

recently completed and 

largest financially) 

Periodical insights 

and short focuses  

Territorial 

indicators, open 

data and reuse 

Highlights on the homepage 



Territorial indicators to make 

connections between projects and the 

issues they should impact on. 

Beyond project data 

Short focuses 

and analyses 

Survey on the 

transparency  

of lists of 

beneficiaries 

of Operational 

Programmes 

in Europe 



Indicators: an example on Environment 

http://www.opencoesione.gov.it/progetti/temi/ambiente/


Government 

Open Data 
Portals 

Citizen 
monitoring 

Administrative 

data 

Open Data + 

visualizations 

Evidence, 

Ideas,  

suggestions 

Media 

A paradigm for citizen monitoring 



www.monithon.it  

Monithon is an 

independent initiative  

for citizen monitoring of 

cohesion policy projects 

in Italy based on  

open data from 

OpenCoesione  

 

CHOOSE A PROJECT ON  

OPENCOESIONE 

STUDY THE STORY OF THE 

PROJECT 

EXPLORE ON THE FIELD 

DRAFT A REPORT 

SHARE     

CALL YOUR FRIENDS 

http://www.monithon.it/


OPEN DATA, DATA JOURNALISM AND CIVIC MONITORING 

ON COHESION POLICY IN ITALIAN HIGH SCHOOLS 

www.ascuoladiopencoesione.it  

http://www.ascuoladiopencoesione.it/


OpenCoesione School initiative in six steps 

plan 

focus 

analyse explore 

tell 

engage 



Research 

themes 

(2015-2016 edition) 

Schools 

OpenData Day Events 

2013-

2014 

2014-

2015 

2015-

2016 

2016-

2017 

7  

classes 

86 

classes 

120 

classes 

196 

classes 

200 

students 

2.000 

students 

2.500+ 

students 

3.000+ 

students 

10 

teachers 

90 

teachers 

150+ 

teachers 

200+ 

teachers 

Implementation of OpenCoesione School initiative 



A new portal for more openness 

and transparency on: 

• programmes and decisions 

• funding opportunities 

• calls and tenders 

More integrated territorial 

development with greater 

involvement of schools and 

other stakeholders 



Keep in touch 

www.opencoesione.gov.it 

info@opencoesione.gov.it  

@opencoesione 

www.ascuoladiopencoesione.it 

asoc@opencoesione.gov.it 

@ascuoladioc 

www.monithon.it  

redazione@monithon.it 

@monithon  




