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PREMISE

Italy did not play a particularly active role in the early drafting phases of Directive 92/43/EEC (better known as the Habitats
Directive), particularly as regards the definition of the Annexes concerning species and habitats. This resulted in the omission
of some species and habitats that deserve protection, an oversight that has yet to be fully redressed. Moreover, the definition
of many habitats included in the European Manual for the interpretation of habitats of community interest did not, despite
repeated updates, fully reflect the complex characteristics of the plant communities present in Italy, if not in fairly general
physiognomic and ecological terms.

This somewhat elaborate situation warranted an Italian Manual for the interpretation of the habitats found in Italy designed
to provide an analysis and description of a considerable part of the extraordinary natural heritage in Italy and to serve as a
source of information and for decision-taking purposes. Indeed, a precise, homogeneous interpretation of habitats plays a
fundamental role in the definition of Sites of Community Interest and in the promotion of initiatives aimed at enhancing the
conservation of habitats, at assessing the occurrence of species within the habitats and at planning the monitoring
programmes foreseen in the Directive itself.

The Ministry commissioned the Italian Society of Botany to prepare this Manual. This Society, which is one of the oldest
scientific societies in Italy and boasts among its members innumerable researchers from the various botanic disciplines, had
previously collaborated very effectively with the Nature Protection Directorate of the Ministry on numerous projects related
to the Natura 2000 Network. It is only by adopting a serious scientific approach that we can lay the foundations required to
effectively solve the problems regarding our overall quality of life. The loss of biodiversity plays a fundamental role in this
regard if we consider that diversity of life in all its forms, levels and planning processes strongly influences, whether it be
directly or indirectly, man and the development of society.

Fiumara Amendolea (Southern Calabria). Foto di G. Spampinato.



THE HABITATS DIRECTIVE

The Habitats Directive is one of the most important legislative means of protecting biodiversity in Europe. In order to fulfil the
goals laid down in the Directive, Europe set up a dedicated network of sites (Natura 2000 Network) designed to protect the
habitats and animal and plant species that best characterise the biodiversity in our continent. This approach ensures, both
directly and indirectly, the protection of species populations insofar as the in situ conservation of such populations is achieved
by protecting their habitats.

This is the first directive in which the link between species and communities is clearly recognised, and in which

Phytosociology (Plant Science) is adopted as a basis for the definition and identification of habitats, and in which even the
biodiversity within semi-natural habitats is considered to be important. As a consequence, the biodiversity resulting from
man’s activities over the millennia, both as an animal-breeder and crop-grower, is no longer considered to be less important
than that found in fully natural habitats. Certain features of landscapes that have been modified by man are also recognised as
contributing to biodiversity and have consequently been included among conservation targets. Conservation thus requires
careful planning strategies aimed at striking a balance between an acceptable degree of naturalness and the socio-economic
needs of given habitats.

NATURA 2000 NETWORK IN ITALY

The Natura 2000 Network is currently made up of 2,288 Sites of Community Interest (SCI), which cover 4,542,986 hectares,
and 597 Special Protection Areas (SPA), defined according to the preceding Birds Directive (79/409/EEC), which cover
4,389,722 hectares.

The SCls and SPAs currently account for respectively 15.04% and 14.53% of the Italian territory. If these two types of area are
combined (i.e. by counting overlapping areas only once), the Natura 2000 Network overall cover is approximately 20%, which
may be sufficient to ensure the conservation of biodiversity in Italy as long as suitable management strategies are adopted
and an adequate level of connectivity is maintained between the areas.
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THE MANUAL

GOALS

Although texts and manuals on habitats of community
interest have been published in recent years by a number of
Italian administrative regions, certain inconsistencies in the
interpretations adopted prevent direct comparisons. There
was thus the need for a homogeneous approach to the
identification of the habitats and to the assessment of their

METHODS

This Manual is founded on the collection and analysis of all
the material and official documents published to date,
such as the Natura 2000 databank, the assessments
recently conducted to satisfy Article 17 of the Habitats
Directive, the Reference Lists of the three Biogeographical
Regions identified in Italy (Alpine, Continental and

state of conservation.

The Italian Manual for the interpretation of the Habitats

Directive 92/43/EEC, which not only
represents a technical and scientific
reference tool for Italy itself, but also serves
as a basis for relations between Italy and EU
technical-administrative bodies and other
Member States, has been conceived to:

+ draw up an interpretation that is shared
by the leading experts in different
habitats, taking into consideration any
work that has previously been
conducted by the individual regions;

+ act as a fundamental tool for the
assessment of the state of conservation
of the habitats and for the definition of
management strategies aimed at
maintaining or achieving a “satisfactory”
state of conservation as defined by the
Habitats Directive itself.

Mediterranean) and, above all, the EUR27 version of the
European manual. The results achieved under other
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agreements and in the Life Natura
projects were also analysed. The Italian
Society of Marine Biology made a
significant contribution to the section
regarding the marine habitats.
Moreover, previous research on the
flora and vegetation of Italy, any
regional manuals written and the
“Italian Habitats” (Friuli Museum of
Natural History and Ministry of
Environment) were all thoroughly
reviewed. The papers presented at the
43 Congress of the Italian Society of
Vegetation Science, which was held in
Ancona in 2007 and was focused on the
application of the Habitats Directive
itself, also proved to be very useful.

-;1-.

Clay hills of Montalbano Jonico - Matera. Photo by R. Copiz.




SAMPLE FACTSHEET

The “sample factsheet”, which was designed specifically for this manual, was used as a template to describe each habitat. The
“habitat’s diagnostic name” first briefly illustrates the habitat’s characteristics in Italy and mentions any subtypes or variants.
The factsheet then goes on to present any other features that shed light on the habitat, such as the combination of prevailing
species and the syntaxonomic details of the plant species found within the habitat.

A specific section places the habitat within the context of its plant landscape by providing details on its synphytosociological
and geosynphytosociological analyses so as allow comparisons with other habitats by highlighting the most complex mosaic
features.

Particular attention was placed on the distribution of the habitat on a regional scale, with inconsistencies being highlighted
between each region and the data reported in the Natura 2000 databank or the European interpretation manual. The
following scenarios were thus considered: data already present in Natura 2000 databank and confirmed; data already present
in Natura 2000 databank though doubtful; data already present in Natura 2000 databank though wrong; new data; probable
data. Each of these scenarios is highlighted using a specific colour on a small map of Italy.

The “Notes” section contains any further details, missing information, inconsistencies or potentially misleading information.
The bibliography is exhaustive and includes all the references available, which comprise both publications and maps on a
national, regional and local scale. The factsheet for each habitat was compiled by an expert, or a team of experts, at the
national or regional levels. The factsheets were subsequently reviewed and validated on a website set up specifically for this
purpose. Approximately 130 botanists contributed to this crucial phase by making over 800 comments, suggestions and
additions, thereby definitively transforming the manual into a document that enjoys widespread support and approval within
the scientific community.
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Broad-leaved woodland with Turkey oak, Italian oak and Wetlands in the Circeo National Park, Sabaudia - Latina.
Pedunculate oak (Macchia di Anagni - Frosinone). Photo by R. Copiz. Photo by R. Copiz.
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THE HABITATS OF COMMUNITY INTEREST
IN ITALY

The following 9 pages (including this one) briefly describe the 9 types of habitats defined by the European Directive
92/43/EEC that are found in Italy.

1-MARINE AND COASTAL HABITATS

This type includes marine habitats or habitats that are closely related to seawater. It is divided in 6 subgroups, 5 of which are
present in Italy: Open sea and tidal areas, Sea cliffs and shingle or stony beaches, Atlantic and continental salt marshes and
salt meadows, Mediterranean and thermo-Atlantic salt marshes and salt meadows and Salt and gypsum inland steppes.
Sixteen habitats (four of which have priority status) have been recognised in Italy.

List of marine and coastal habitats in Italy.

Code Naime

11 Open sea and tidal areas
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waler all Lhe Lme

1L2OT  Fo=idoria becs | P oearuse )

1130  [stuance

1140 FMusillate asd sarnillals nol dovenae by
seadatar At lnw Lide

1150+ Coaslal lagoor=

14RO Larga shaliow inlets ard bays

117 Fes=

12 Sea cliffs and shingle or stony basches

1210 Annual wegetation of drill o

1Zd40 Wegelated see citTs o the Medie ranean
copsts with sndemic Limpniam eps

13 Atlantie mnd conlinambal wall marshes and
salt meadows

1300 Radcomiz and eiter annuals calgn 2ing mud
ard sand

1320 Specting swards (Spertinian mariringe)
LIG0*  Indand sl msadoss

13 Mediterranaan and thermo-Atlantic salt
marshes and salt meadows

1410 Medibsrmean sall meadaws Dancetialba
b Tat el

1430 Medteaanean and Tramsa-Atlantie
rakanhilious scrubs §Sanmecerna e eteast)

1430 Hala-mireshilous sCrubs [ Pegano-Salipytaleda)

15 Salt and gypsum inland steppes

1510% Mediterrampean salt steppes | Limanietany ]

Current distribution of Sites in which marine and
coastal habitats have been recorded.
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List of sand dune habitats in Italy.
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Example of Crucianellion maritimae on the sand dunes at the

mouth of the river Liscia in northern Sardinia, with Armeria

pungens and Helichrysum italicum subsp. microphyllum. Current distribution of the Sites in which sand
Photo by E. Biondi. dune habitats have been recorded.
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Current distribution of the Sites in which
freshwater habitats have been recorded.
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Example of Sparganium angustifolium (habitat 3130) ;
on the Nassere Lake (Lagorai - Trento). Photo by C. Lasen.
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supply. 3270 Riwers with muddy banks wit Crenamadiog re pop, and Skdention mi,
weqetatlon
FIB0 Comslanlle Mawing Medilerrars@an rvers silh fasnaic-Agaasdidan gpaias and
harging curtslns of Satiy ard Pocoius aiba
3ZI00  Intermitently Nowing Mediterranea fiveais of The FPasgaio-Agraaiiliag

Number of habitats recorded in the Italian regions, subdivided according to subgroups.
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4 - TEMPERATE SHRUBLAND HABITATS

This type of habitat, which is the only type that is not subdivided, contains only 5 habitats (of which only 1 has priority status).
It is, as would be expected, more common in the alpine and peninsular regions, particularly in mountainous areas, the only
exception being habitat 4030 “European dry heaths”, which includes the Calluna vulgaris communities (the typical moors).

They are absent in Campania and

Puglia, where the mountains are not
high enough for subalpine shrubland

communities to grow. This type
includes some oro-Mediterranean
communities that are commonly

found in mountainous areas both on
the larger islands and along the coasts.

Code
40
4033

A07FD*

4080
408

List of temperate shrubland habitats in Italy.

Name
Taqsparata haath and scruly
Lurap=an dry et
alping ard Borsal beaths
Bushes mth Arows mirgs and Bapdodandnon fursetum (Mape-Rhedadenoralivm firsu!
Sub-drctic Sailk Spp. SoTuUD
Friclesic oro=Seditsrrariegn Fealls wilh guise

Pinus mugo formation (habitat 4070*) on Monte Colombine (Adamello
Park). Photo by C. Andreis.

Current distribution of the Sites in which
temperate shrubland habitats
have been recorded.
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Number of habitats recorded in the Italian regions.
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5 - MEDITERRANEAN List of the Mediterranean shrubland habitats in Italy.

SHRUBLAND HABITATS
. . .. . Code Mame
This type of habitat is subdivided in 4 51 Sub-mediterranzan and temperate scrub
subgroups: Sub-mediterranean and 5110 ?;Erﬂ:;rﬁh;u:-:upmlruq farmiztians with Baxis sompanarans an mock skpes
temperate scrub, Mediterranean 5190 NQnwis cARGIHE FTNAnnn: &n heals o calcaresus arzsslards
52 Mediterranean arborescent mako-ral

arborescent matorral, Thermo- iy e

HE LSRR PV IR TR TTRE T ER NPEET T 1

Mediterranean and pre-steppe brush 5220%  Arborescent matorral with Zesiphus
. B30 % Arlisrencaitl mtalcrial with Labivia Aacbilis
and Phry.gan'a' Atotal of 11 hab!tats‘Of 54 Thermo-Mediterranean and pre-steppe brush
community interest are recognised in B0 faiwwie roadiis thickels
. - B30 Lo formatkons of Eupfrorhis ciose 1o cliffs
Italy, 2 of which have priority status. B Therma-Madterranza and pre-dessit seesh
Worthy of note are habitat 5220* 54 Phrygara
“Arborescent matorral with Zyziphus”, ;;ﬂ x{'t:‘:':_'lm'rh::;:rﬂi:..;l:ﬂ::_c oA e ] AT L
which is present exclusively in Sicily, 5430 Frwemic phivganas of the Fuphoebiy-Werbaesoinn
and 5410 “West Mediterranean
clifftop phryganas (Astragalo- Current distribution of the Sites in which Mediterranean
plantaginetum subulatae)”, which is found in Sardinia alone. shrubland habitats have been recorded.
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Centaurea horrida, chamaephytic cushion-forming plant, which is
endemic in northern Sardinia (habitat 5410). Photo by E. Biondi.

Number of habitats recorded in Italy, divided according to subgroups.
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Coclm
Al
Gilgv
A130
hl150
Bl170
L]

6200

6} F0*
BIIN*

B2A0*
6ran
&l
B310
&d
G410

6420
G430

65
6310
G520

1

List of grassland habitats in Italy.

Mame
Matural grasslands
Ruplcolous cacar=gus or barophllic grasslasds of the Alysso-Seaies s
Calaminarian grasslands of tha Yinietads calaminanas
Slicecus alpire and borez | gramslends:
Alaing and suzalpine calcaraaus grasdands
Semi-natural dry gressiands and scrubland mowes
T -malysel drey grasshanca and saldand Tadics e caloarg cus sabstales
[Fespco-fromeialial [(*impartant orchid sites)
Praudo-steppe with orasses and annyals of the Thern-Rrachppadietes
Soeces-mich Nardus grasslards, an siicecus substrates in mourniain areps
[ard swamaustaln zrans In Corainental Eleaped
Sub-sannordc stepo'c grasslands
Fastarn cib-riesdifarran@sn Ay grassands { Searrnnoralla wiliesas)
LSclerophilores grazed forests (dehesas?
Dehasas wikh evergraen QUErcus Spp,
Semi-matura tall-herk humid meadows
Pl meadews on enlcareeis, pealy o cayoy -Slc-ladan sk Moo
caanickean
HMeditaimanzan tall hurd grassands of e Modma-Nakaagiaenian
Hydraphilaus tall bert firge communitie: of plaics and of the montare b
alpina lewa s
Mesophile grassiands
Lewdland hay meadiows [Apeciris pratanss, Saogusorte offfairals]
HMaurtain hay moadows

Current distribution of the Sites in which
grassland habitats have been recorded.

6 — NATURAL AND SEMI-
NATURAL GRASSLAND
HABITATS

This rich, heterogeneous type contains 5
subgroups: Natural grasslands, Semi-
natural dry grasslands and scrubland
facies, Dehesas, Semi-natural tall-herb
humid meadows and Mesophile
grasslands. Italy contains 15 habitats, of
which 5 have priority status. These
habitats are found above all in the Alps
and Apennines, where grazing and
cutting practices in the mountain and
subalpine areas prevent the vegetation
from naturally evolving into woodland
communities.
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w Bromion erecti alliance (habitat 6210). Photo by E. Biondi.
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.
Number of habitats recorded in Italy,
' divided according to subgroups.
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7-BOG AND MARSHLAND HABITATS

This type of habitat is divided in 3. List of the bog and marshland habitats in Italy.
subgroups, 2 of which are present in Italy:
. Code MHame

Sphagnum acid bogs and Calcareous fens. 71 Eohagrans nold bog
Eight habitats are present in our country, of Fiid=  Adiva ramed bons ] _

. .. FT120 [egradded] raised bogps Sill capabie of nalural regamsralion
which 4 have priority status. As the map and 7140  Transition miras and quaking hogs
ﬁgure below show, these plant communities TI1%0 Nuprasinhs an feal suheirates of The Rhidselacseedin

" 72 Cabcareous Tens
are found above all in the AlpS and F210=  Cakcaredus leps wilk Ciadior mansdiuvs ang spedigs of Lhe Cancsn cavalis
Apennines i.e. in areas where the climate is T2 Febrlying spriags wikh tufa fomation {oroionconan ]
. . T30 Hkalne fars

temperate and there is good soil water F240¢  aping plonzer formations of Cancon Joolans- abofscas

availability.

Current distribution of the Sites in which bog and
marshland habitats have been recorded.
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Petrifying spring with travertine formation (habitat 7220%*).
Photo by M. Luth.
Number of habitats recorded in Italy, divided according to subgroups.
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8 - ROCKY HABITATS

List of rocky habitats in Italy.

Cothe Mame

. . . L. BL Soree
This type of habitat is also divided BLLO  Silicsans ':-'.“:EI'.lf e mcnbaee L aree levsls Saouirios i ataia o anid
in 3 subgroups: Scree, Rocky slopes Caieapsiafaia wdand

. group R y P BL23  Calcareouas arkl cachigl sorees ol Fe rmenlane La alpineg eyeels [ Thlspralea
with chasmophytic vegetation and ratunEFE)
Other rocky habitats, all of which BLED  Wieslern Medilerrarean ard Lharmaphikios sineas

) ! az Rochy slopes wilh chasmophytc vegatation

are found in Italy (a total of 11 HELD Calenraens rocky slopes wilh chasnoghylic wegelion km

habitats, of which only 1 has

BII0  Sillcoous rodey slopes with chasmaphbic weackakion
B230 Silicoou rodk with pioneer vegetadon af the Sedp-Sclernanttan ar of the Sedo slh-

priority status). If we exclude Voramicann aieni

: “ AZAN* Limestore pavements
habl.tat 8330 “Submerged or s - ¢ habitats
partially submerged sea caves” and B0 Caved nell e Lo he pobli

some sea cliffs, these habitats are
found above all in mountain zones, B340  Parmanent glaciecs

B3ZD  Felds of lawa ared Aabural secasatinms
BE30 Submerged or partial ¥ submerged ses caves

where screes and rupicolous areas
are more common and wider.

Alyssetum ovirensis in Busa delle Vette, included in habitat 8120 (Belluno
Dolomites National Park). Photo by C. Lasen.

Current distribution of Sites in which rocky
habitats have been recorded.
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Number of habitats recorded in Italy, divided according to subgroups.
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9 — FOREST HABITATS

The last type comprises the forest
communities, which are divided in 6
subgroups, 5 of which are present in
Italy: Forests of Temperate Europe,
Mediterranean deciduous forests,
Mediterranean sclerophyllous forests,
Temperate mountainous coniferous
forests and Mediterranean and
Macaronesian mountainous
coniferous forests. The overall number
of habitats of community interest
recognised in Italy is 39, 9 of which
have priority status. Some are typical
of the Apennines e.g. habitat 9210*
“Apennine beech forests with Taxus
and /lex”, habitat 9220* "Apennine
beech forests with Abies alba and
beech forests with Abies nebrodensis”
and habitat 9510* “Southern
Apennine Abies alba forests”.

Current distribution of the Sites in
which forest habitats have been

WIS
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Ariw

HCOECTRAFNCT FEIEN

Gl
SL
110
9120

S130
o140
2150
S1ED

|17Fm
G1EDRY
9190
S1ED
W1 LA
T1ED®

D1FD

D1 HD*
Q1KA
21La
o1 M
FLAAY
oz
DLILR*
ki L
150
SRl
BLAD
SrCD
LN 1]

93
S0
G330
GEan
SIS0
S3IBD

pa
H110
QX
S330[ )

HELRT
D50
‘G540
QAN
G5B
BEAD

List of the forest habitats present in Italy.

Name
Forests ol Temasrab= Europes
LuFude-Fapedont besch Fareals
AtHante: acidnphikng beech forssts with ey ard sometmes alsp Taxas in the
shruBlaver [Quarmanioy rohoen-palrgaag ar - Faganiin )
Aspengc-Fageiion beech lorests
Bedid Cirgpein sidfplping Baech aieads wilh Ao and  Samsds aodfioliis
Medic- Firopean limestane booch farests of thie Coatakanifions-Faghan
Sub-Atlaitc and medic-Euradean sak of o2 E-hormbeam fanazts oF 1he Covgnion
ry g LY
Crah=Carmrsanim aak-homb=ar karesis
Tiig-dcaricn Fargsts of slopes, screes ond ravines
O acicoghilons dak vaaies wilk Quemas rodur Gn sancy plans
Trarmaphious Snrebius anguehfans woods
Bag mdadland
Alwndal forests with Afms gladinass and Frasias cxceistar (A Aodian, Afkan
Incarae, Salicon athac)
Riparian mixed forests of Quorcis mban, imes Aees and (Ao minar, Frosius
pacmisior o Frasmus sogustiolls, slorg the great rivers (Umanion minos’s)
Farnonilan woads with Qusrtns pascssens
[llyrimn Fagoes spivatce farosts (Aremonio-Fagine!
[lyrian Gak-hommbean Terests (Erprmmmio=Canimian
Perrcnian- Ba kanic burkay osk-seesile gak forests
Eastarn white cak woads
Mezditerrancan docidunuas forosts
Apennine bearh farasts with Tasus and Mes
Apennire besch forests wth Abies stha =nd bescs farests. with Abies ebroaemsiz
Qusarcus frojans soods
Caslanies salira wuods
Lol aftha 30l Popudiae ang galleriss
Materus crietals ard Licuidambar oriettals soods {Flatandon arientalis)
Southarn rpariar gailarke and thickets (Marin-Tamarkostes ard Fasiarnggian
Eanchorias |
Mediterrancan sclerophyllous Torculs
e and Ceratoniz forass
Quaarcdis sudvar frass
Dosrzus vex and Quercws raramdiiole forass
st tais racafonds vesls
Ferests of Mew aacifediom
Temparats mountpinous cnifersis farmsts
Soidophilous ®oes farests of the moniane to & pne l=vels § Facocinio-Siosetea
Alalne Larx dackdise ardfer Snds canshirg fereses
Subaipine and montane Piruas wackaia forcsks * F on gypsum o imssstone
Mediterranean and Macarsnesian moinkainaus canifarous ferests
Southarn agpennines Abves alba forests
[Sub-)Med tesresnaan pine forast with andemiz Black pnes
Mediterranzar pine forests with endemic Mesagesn pincs
Erdlemie farasls wilh fvfiediis spip
Mediterranzan Taxus daccata wonds
High cod-Mad Lerrangan e loresls

Number of habitats recorded in Italy, divided according to subgroups.

42 9
a0 i
0
BERY, . _
14 1 — .
12 | = 54
o O
1] By
‘] Lt3
&
2
1] T T T T T T T T T T T T
£ £ 3z . g ' = 4 £ § & B2
TR R R R
L E 8 T E 5 = = - i i @ 3
g - =

14




CONCLUSIONS

The Manual identified 131 habitats of community interest in Italy. Three habitats previously included as sites of community
interest (2190 “Humid dune slacks”, 8160* “Medio-European calcareous scree of hill and montane levels” and 9280 "Quercus
frainetto woods") should be either excluded or reassigned to other codes. By contrast, two new habitats were recognised in
Italy: 2330 “Inland dunes with open Corynephorus and Agrostis grasslands” and 95A0 “High oro-Mediterranean pine forests”.

As regards the distribution at the regional level, 1043 of the habitats included in the official databank were confirmed, 177
were new habitats considered to be certain, 37 were new habitats whose presence needs to be confirmed, while a further 11
were previously included in the databank but are considered to be doubtful. Lastly, 57 habitats previously included in the
databank are considered to be wrong, and should thus be removed from the databank and any other sites in which they are
included. A number of regions have already modified their data according to the content of the Manual.

This Manual has also shown that the assignment of the “priority” status described in the Annexes of the Habitats Directive
may in some cases need to be reviewed. Indeed, the distribution and conservation value of some species and habitats does
not justify this status, whereas others that are of great interest deserve to be assigned “priority” status. The Manual also
includes factsheets for 15 new habitats that are, despite not being included in the Habitats Directive, of considerable
importance at the national level in Italy. These new habitats could either be included in Annex 1 of the Habitats Directive or
come under new conservation legislation.

Torre Salsa Nature Reserve, Siculiana — Ag




NATURA 2000 NETWORK AND NATIONAL
BIODIVERSITY STRATEGY

In order to fully satisfy the requirements of the Habitats Directive, a “satisfactory state of conservation” of the habitats (and
the whole Natura 2000 Network) will have to be achieved through management strategies and monitoring programmes
designed, on the one hand, to verify the efficacy of the initiatives undertaken and, on the other, to prevent any phenomena or
transformations that might render the efforts made less effective.

The role of Vegetation Science, and that of Phytosociology in particular, does not end once the habitats have been identified,
but is essential in the management phase. Indeed, the synphytosociological and geosynphytosociological analyses are crucial
for determining the current state of the habitats and predicting their future according to the management strategies that are
proposed and adopted.

Despite certain inherent problems, the Habitats Directive remains a fundamental reference point both in the field of
environmental and conservation research and on the professional level insofar as is complementary to the ecosystem
approach established by the Convention on Biological Diversity and is a forerunner of the principles expressed in the European
Landscape Convention. Indeed, a habitat is, like the landscape, considered to be the result of the natural, cultural, social and
economic evolution of the land.

Yet another innovative element is the

possibility the Directive offers to place all MINISTERO DELL'AMBIENTE

the Sites Of national and European interest ih::ﬁ E DELLA TUTELA DEL TERRITORIO E DEL MARE m
within the context of a network. The

importance of centres of diversity and

elements that can facilitate connectivity

(corridors, stepping stones, etc.) as a

means of guaranteeing the conservation of vo. Cite . .

a species c%r communitgy is widely 5 "2 03: La Strategla NaZIOnale
recognised. Recent studies have in fact A AN -‘"&. per la BiOdiV@I’Sité
hlghllghted the effectiveness of the ')\: ..g ;’:;:} & un percorso condiviso e partecipato
network of Sites of community interest as Qa3

an indicator of biodiversity on both a
national and European scale, a goal that
could no longer be fulfilled solely by the
Parks and Nature Reserves network, which
was set up in a different era and for
different reasons.

The National Strategy for Biodiversity,
which is being drafted at this very time,
recognises the importance of the Natura
2000 Network in the in situ conservation of 0 250

species and communities, in the active 2‘.“\"_’»,
management of natural environments and ‘ g
in the compatible use of the land and its

resources.

CONFERENZA NAZIONALE
per la BIODIVERSITA

Roma, 20 - 21 - 22 Maggio 2010

documento aggiornato al 14 maggio 2010
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